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Tent safety during extreme weather 
 

Canada’s diverse climate presents unique challenges for outdoor events. From sudden summer 
storms to winter blizzards, unpredictable weather can disrupt even the best-laid plans. While 
providing shelter and giving us the ability to host memorable events outdoors, tents have 
limitations when faced with extreme conditions. Prioritizing safety and having a well-thought-
out weather contingency plan is essential for a successful event.  
 
Understanding the potential risks and taking proactive steps to mitigate them can save you from 
unnecessary stress and ensure the enjoyment of your guests. 
 
Elaborating on tent safety and emergency evacuation plans 
 
Understanding tent limitations 
 

• Temporary structures: Tents are designed to provide temporary shelter and protection 

from moderate weather conditions. They are not as durable or sturdy as permanent 

buildings. 

• Weather vulnerability: Tents can be susceptible to strong winds, heavy rain, hail, snow, 

and lightning. These weather conditions can cause the tent to collapse or become 
unstable. 

• Fire hazards: Tents are made of flammable materials and can easily catch fire, especially 
if exposed to open flames, sparks, or heat sources. 

 
Developing a comprehensive emergency evacuation plan 

• Identify key personnel: Appoint responsible individuals to lead the evacuation process 

and coordinate with emergency services. 

• Define emergency conditions: Clearly outline the specific weather conditions or other 

emergencies that would trigger an evacuation. Consider consulting with local weather 

experts or emergency management officials. 
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• Choose evacuation routes: Plan multiple escape routes from the tent area to ensure 

efficient evacuation in case of emergencies. 

• Designate safe assembly areas: Identify secure locations, such as nearby buildings or 

designated open spaces, where guests can gather safely after evacuation. 

• Communicate effectively: Develop a communication plan to inform guests about the 

emergency, provide clear instructions, and maintain order during the evacuation 
process. 

• Consider using multiple communication channels, such as announcements, text 

messages, or social media. 
 

Pre-event preparations 

• Conduct a risk assessment: Evaluate the potential risks associated with your event  

location, including weather hazards, fire risks, and other potential threats. 

• Inspect the tent: Ensure that the tent is properly installed, secured, and free from any  

defects that could compromise its safety. 

• Prepare emergency supplies: Have essential supplies, such as first aid kits, fire  

extinguishers, and emergency contact information, readily available. 

 
During the event 

• Monitor weather conditions: Keep a close watch on weather forecasts and be prepared 
to implement the evacuation plan if necessary. 

• Provide clear instructions: In case of an emergency, calmly and confidently guide guests  

to the designated evacuation routes. 

• Coordinate with emergency services: If required, contact local emergency services and  

provide them with necessary information, such as the event location, number of 
attendees, and the nature of the emergency. 

 
Post-event review 

• Evaluate the plan: After the event, review the evacuation plan and identify any areas for  

improvement. 
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• Share lessons learned: Share your experiences and lessons learned with other event  

organizers to help them prepare for similar situations. 

 
Additional considerations for event safety 

• Fire safety 

• Prohibit open flames, fireworks, or other sources of ignition within the tent or its  

vicinity. 

• Have fire extinguishers readily available and ensure that staff members are trained  

in their proper use. 

• Establish clear fire escape routes and ensure that they are unobstructed. 

• Electrical safety 

• Use only approved electrical equipment and extension cords. 

• Avoid overloading electrical circuits. 

• Inspect electrical cords regularly for damage. 

• First aid 

• Have a well-stocked first aid kit on-site. 

• Ensure that there are trained first aid personnel available. 

• Develop a plan for handling medical emergencies. 

• Crowd management 

• If your event is expected to attract a large crowd, implement crowd control  

measures to prevent overcrowding and ensure safety. 

• Consider hiring security personnel to assist with crowd management. 

• Security 

• Assess the security risks associated with your event and take appropriate measures  

to protect attendees and property. 

• Consider hiring security personnel or using surveillance cameras. 
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Prioritizing safety for outdoor events 

By understanding the potential risks associated with tent rentals and implementing a 
comprehensive safety plan, you can significantly reduce the likelihood of accidents and injuries. 
Remember, a well-prepared event is a safe event. 
 
Always prioritize the safety of your guests and adhere to local weather guidelines. Regular 
inspections of the tent and its anchoring system are crucial. In case of emergencies, having a 
clear evacuation plan and designated personnel to oversee the process is essential. 
 
Remember, prevention is key. With proper planning and preparation, you can enjoy your event 
and create lasting memories. 
 
On-site resources for your event 

The checklist can help in developing your emergency evacuation plan. 
 
Prior to the event 

Designated Point Person(s): 

Name Contact Number: 

Name Contact Number: 
 
Emergency evacuation location 

Name Location Phone: 

Location Address: 

Route to the evacuation location: 

Confirmed the shelter will be open and available: Yes No 

Backup Method of Communication: PA, Cellphone, Megaphone, Walkie-talkie, Other 
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During the event 

• An initial announcement of emergency evacuation location will be made: Yes/No  

o If yes, by whom:  

• Confirmation that all tent emergency exits have been identified: Yes/No 

• What are the tools used for weather monitoring 

• Cellphone app Weather alert Radio TV  

• Person responsible for the wind and weather monitoring plan: 

• Name Contact Number: 

 
Defining your evacuation triggers 

• During the event, implement your evacuation plan for any of the following conditions: 

• Severe Weather Alerts: A severe weather alert is issued by the National Weather Service 
for the area. 

• Lightning Strikes: Lightning strikes within one mile (less than a five-second count 
between lightning and thunder). 

• Heavy Precipitation: Rain falls so hard it runs off tent walls in sheets, or water is running 
through the tent or surrounding area. 

• Hail or Sleet: Hail or sleet begins to fall. 

• Strong Winds: Wind speed equal to or exceeding the specified threshold. Even brief 
gusts can pose a risk. 

• Falling Debris: Twigs, limbs, or other debris break from trees or large trees sway. 

• Tent Instability: Any of the tent anchoring devices fail or the tent begins to move (e.g., 
tent poles wobble, ropes snap, tent top rips, or tears).  

• Snow or Ice Accumulation: Snow or ice accumulates to a dangerous level. 

• Fire or Explosion: A fire or explosion occurs in the vicinity of the event. 

• Ground Movement: There is ground movement of any kind (e.g., earthquake, landslide). 

• Other Conditions: Other conditions previously identified in your emergency plan. 

• Emergency Phone Numbers 

• Provide this list to your chosen individuals to be pre-programmed into their cellphones 
 


